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Ingleside Middle, Kiva Elementary School Principals Appointed 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (June 10, 2021) – New principals have been named to lead two Scottsdale Unified 
School District (SUSD) schools in the 2021-2022 school year. The SUSD Governing Board approved the 
hiring of Dr. Junior Michael as principal of Ingleside Middle School and Matt Gromek as principal of 
Kiva Elementary School at its June 8 meeting. The new principals’ first day on the job is July 1. 
 
Michael comes to SUSD from Mountain Ridge High School in the Deer Valley Unified School District, 
where he has served as an assistant principal for the past six years. Among his responsibilities have 
been creating and overseeing professional development training for academic department leaders 
and mathematics teachers to improve student test performance, teacher evaluations, student 
discipline, and overseeing the school’s athletics department and safety plan. 
 
“I am thrilled and honored to lead a wonderful community with a rich history of academic 
excellence,” says Michael. “Transitioning from high school to middle school, I am looking to have a 
positive impact on the educational and life trajectories of our students, knowing the skills they will 
need to master before they enter high school." 
 
“The input of Ingleside parents, teachers and staff was vital to the process that led to our selection of 
Dr. Michael,” says Dr. Milissa Sackos, SUSD Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education. “With 
their support, he will build on the school’s many successes and identify new areas for growth.”    
 
Michael graduated in 2006 from Western State University, Gunnison, CO, with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Mathematics, acquired a master’s degree in Secondary Education at Northern Arizona 
University in 2011, and earned his doctoral degree in Leadership and Innovation from Arizona State 
University last year. 
 
Prior to his work in Deer Valley, Michael was Horizon High School’s Attendance Dean for a year, 
during which he was responsible for the day-to-day implementation of attendance policies, mentored 
the school’s sophomore class, organized student tutoring in preparation for annual state testing and 
oversaw the mathematics department’s Professional Learning Communities. For the nine years 
before that, Michael taught mathematics and coached the cross-country and track and field teams at 
North Canyon High School, also part of the Paradise Valley Unified School District. He also taught 
math at Paradise Valley and Glendale Community colleges. 
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Michael succeeds Interim Principal Erin Kadera. Ingleside, located at 5402 E. Osborn Rd., Phoenix, and 
its 740 students are part of SUSD’s Arcadia Learning Community. 
 
In the Saguaro Learning Community, three-year Assistant Principal Matt Gromek takes over at Kiva 
Elementary School from retiring Principal Alice Spingola on July 1. Gromek has been with SUSD since 
2012, starting at Yavapai Elementary School, where he taught fifth grade for four years. He came to 
SUSD from Buckeye Elementary School District, where he taught sixth grade at WestPark Elementary 
School for four years. 
 
Before moving to Kiva in 2016, Gromek served as assistant principal at SUSD’s Yavapai and Navajo 
Elementary schools, as well as Tonalea K-8 School. 
 
Gromek says he is honored to be named Kiva’s next principal. “In the three years I have been at Kiva, I 
have seen the commitment to educational excellence by our students, staff and parents. We will 
continue to maintain that excellence and reach new milestones, beginning with our school rebuild 
project.” 
 
Kiva, located at 6911 E. McDonald Dr., Paradise Valley, is the next SUSD school that will be rebuilt 
with voter-approved 2016 bond funds. Initial work on the new school, which had 500 students this 
year, is scheduled to begin this summer. Gromek has been a key participant in the planning process 
to date. 
 
Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education Dr. Ibi Haghighat says Gromek is a great addition 
to the SUSD principal group. “His passion for students and the Kiva staff and community is very 
apparent. His collaborative approach will invite stakeholders to provide input and feedback during 
the school rebuild process. I am confident that he will lead Kiva to new levels.”  
 
Gromek received his bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education in 2005 from John Carroll 
University, University Heights, OH, and a master’s degree in Administration Leadership from 
University of Phoenix, Tempe, in 2015. 
 

# # # 
 
About the Scottsdale Unified School District 
Located northeast of metropolitan Phoenix, the District serves the educational needs of students and families of 22,000 
students across 29 campuses. Approximately 240,476 people reside within its boundaries. The District’s award-winning 
academic, arts and athletic programs draw students from Phoenix, Paradise Valley, Fountain Hills, Tempe and Scottsdale. A 
highly experienced, professionally certified teaching staff fosters a diverse and rigorous educational environment to 
develop the potential in every individual learner. Offering gifted learning, special education, career and technical education, 
and a variety of athletics, arts and enrichment programs and clubs, SUSD provides the rich environment today’s students 
need to explore their interests, develop important social skills and grow into tomorrow’s leaders. For more information, 
visit www.susd.org and follow along on social media: Facebook: @ScottsdaleUSD, Twitter: @ScottsdaleUSD, Instagram: 
@ScottsdaleUnifiedSD, Nextdoor, LinkedIn and YouTube. 
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